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Many thousands replied "Yes". Their reward was
instant release and a reception organised by the local
Nazi leader to celebrate the return to respectable Nazi
society of the lost Communist sheep. Streicher himself
enjoyed these parties immensely. He could listen for
hours to the tales of the ex-prisoners and their descrip-
tion of tortures inflicted on them and their fellow
prisoners.
"So you are glad to be here, are you?"
Most of them were genuinely glad. They were careful
not to resume their former political connections. They
dreaded nothing more than to be sent back to the hell
of the camps.
On the day the Nazi-Soviet pact was signed 6,000
Communists were released all over Germany. Among
them was Herr Thaelmann, former Communist candi-
date for the Presidency of Germany. After his release
he left Germany and went to stay in Moscow where he
is now holding the position of an adviser on German
affairs.
Many of his former followers expect far-reaching
political developments in Germany. I wonder whether
these expectations will be fulfilled. Neutral observers
have been told that there are thousands of Communists
in Hannover, many more thousands in Hamburg, others
here and there.
They may be there. But I doubt whether they will ever
take action or, if they do, whether their action will be
directed against Hitler. I cannot foretell the future
development of relations between Hitler and Stalin. But
I do know that Communist emigrants from Germany
all over the world are faithfully carrying out Stalin's
orders, exerting their influence and directing their
activities to support both sides of the Nazi-Soviet alliance.